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In 1941, William Leonard Clippard, Jr. founded a company 
that sold electrical test equipment, magnetic windings  
and radio frequency coils. In order to manufacture that 
equipment, Clippard Instrument Laboratory began  
designing and building the miniature fluid power devices  
for which the company eventually became widely known.

The Cincinnati-based manufacturer introduced the 
Minimatic line of miniature pneumatic components in the 
early 1950s. Because such parts had not been previously 
available from anyone else, they soon became Clippard’s  
primary product line. 

Today, the company’s offering is comprised of more than 
5,000 standard products, including valves, cylinders, fittings, 
modular components, push-buttons, stainless steel  
cylinders, electronic manifold cards, circuit analyzers and 
pre-piped manifold subplates. It is the industry’s most  
complete line of high-quality, miniature pneumatic compo-
nents, most of which are manufactured in the United States.

Clippard Instrument Laboratory has led its industry  
with many “firsts,” including the establishment of the 10-32  
thread as a port, fluidic interface valves, plug-in air logic 
modules and micro-based, computer-control, air logic  
control systems. 
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The company also prides itself on the training classes 
it offers. “Last month, we held our 89th class,” says Robin 
Rutschilling, Clippard’s manufacturing operations manager. 
“It’s a three-day training session and there are usually about 
20 students in each class. Distributors from around the  
world come here to learn how our products work and how  
to market those products.”

Clippard is currently guided by the founder’s sons,  
president William L. Clippard III and vice president Robert  
L. Clippard, with the third generation of the family also  
onboard. 

The company serves a wide range of customers, including 
those in the medical, textile and automotive markets. Of its 
200 employees, 140 are involved in manufacturing. Clippard 
also has a European office in Brussels, Belgium. 

“In the pneumatics industry, 80 percent of the market  
consists of the larger products,” Mr. Rutschilling explains. 
“The other 20 percent is miniatures, which is our niche.”  
He adds that the majority of Clippard’s products are brass 
components, with some being made of stainless steel  
and aluminum. 

Mr. Rutschilling currently serves on the PMPA Technical 
Program Committee and assists with the National Technical 
Conference. He previously served as secretary, vice- 
chairman and chairman of the PMPA’s Southern Ohio/
Indiana District. 

“PMPA has been a great opportunity for Clippard and for 
me,” Mr. Rutschilling says. “It has helped me grow my  
leadership skills, as well as my confidence in speaking in 
front of other people and representing the company.”

Representatives from Clippard attended their first PMPA 
National Technical Conference in 2006 and the company  
immediately joined as an associate member. “It has been a 
great marriage,” Mr. Rutschilling continues. “We now send 
our people to the Tech Conference every year. 

“I like the PMPA chapter meetings too,” he adds. “We  
send a lot more people to the chapter meetings than we can 
send to the National Technical Conference. Our employees 
have become very comfortable dealing with other PMPA 
members.”

Mr. Rutschilling recently introduced Tomak Precision of 
Lebanon, Ohio to the PMPA. “We both have Swiss machines 
at our plants,” Mr. Rutschilling points out. “We started swap-
ping ideas about what our companies do. Our technicians 
visited Tomak, and their technicians visited our plant. It fits 
in with PMPA’s philosophy of sharing information.”

Clippard Instrument Laboratory, Inc.
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He adds that the PMPA Listserves—the association’s  
online forum for asking questions and sharing information— 
are widely used at Clippard. “We subscribe to all of the 
Listserves—Quality, Human Resources and Corporate— 
but we use the Technical Listserve the most. There are  
20 to 25 people at our company who are signed up for the 
Technical Listserve. 

“Our people tell us they get a lot of ideas from the 
Listserves,” he continues. “The other day, there was a  
question from a company about starting a weekend shift. 
Within an hour, there were people responding with lists of 
do’s and don’ts. That’s incredibly valuable to the members. 

“What we get the most out of PMPA are the technical ideas 
and the take-homes from the conferences,” Mr. Rutschilling 
says. “Every year, we pretty much pay our annual member-
ship dues with the ideas that we bring back from the National 
Technical Conference.”
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CLIPPARD INSTRUMENT

The Precision Machined Products Industry’s Networking 
Conference, better known as the Annual Meeting, will 
be held this Fall at the scenic Ritz-Carlton Palm Beach in 
Manalapan, Fla., October 26-30.

PMPA 79th Annual Meeting – Save the Date:
October 26-30 • Palm Beach, Fla.

Clippard Instrument Laboratory, Inc. is located at:  
7390 Colerain Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45239.  
Phone: 513-521-4261. Toll Free: 1-877-245-6247.  
Fax: 513-521-4464. Website: clippard.com

 Owners, top managers and spouses will participate in  
a series of strategic educational and networking programs,  
designed to keep industry leaders ahead of the  
competition and prepared for the challenges that lie  
ahead. Annual Meeting business sessions will focus on  
five key areas: economic forecasting, trends in purchasing,  
workforce development and financial planning, plus a 
special EPA/OSHA government regulations update and 
Washington, D.C. political outlook.

 The Annual Meeting is an industry-wide event, so both 
members and non-members are encouraged to attend 
this conference. To learn more, contact PMPA Director of 
Government Affairs and Communications, Rob Kiener at 
rkiener@pmpa.org / Phone 440-526-0300, extension 229. 
Additional details will be released via the association’s  
Website: pmpa.org
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